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Lottery Grant received !

Telling the history of Colyton with digitisation, preservation and interpretation of the
unique Chamber of Feoffees archive
Today, Colyton Parish History Society (CPHS) in cooperation with Colyton Chamber of Feoffees has been awarded
£59,300 from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF). The Chamber, formed in 1546 provided an early form of local
government responsible for social improvement. The grant is to fund an important project, digitising and conserving
nearly 500 years of archives and interpreting the story of Colyton in the Heritage Centre.
The project will be led by the History Society and housed in its new home: Colyton Heritage Centre, within the Grade
11 listed Merchant’s House in the town centre.
The project will:
-

Create a new digitisation suite in the Heritage Centre,
Recruit additional volunteers,
Provide volunteer training in research and digitising,

-

Digitise and make publically accessible the nationally significant Feoffees archive, making available these
uniquely continuous records of social and historical development of this important East Devon town,
Deliver professional interpretation including a touchscreen interactive, which will engage visitors to the Centre
and explain Colyton’s rich heritage spanning back over 2000 years including extracts from the archives,
Produce a programme of educational visits, events and studies of the archive and heritage.

Marian Sydenham, Chairman of the History Society, said today:
“We are delighted and thrilled to have received this award from HLF. It reflects the hard work carried out by
the History Society committee and its enthusiastic and knowledgeable volunteers. This funding will enable us to
complete the exciting task of creating a Heritage Centre that the Parish of Colyton can be proud of and which will be a
real asset to the community.”
Bernard Love, Chairman of the Colyton Chamber of Feoffees, commented:
“Since 1546, the Chamber of Feoffees has been required by Royal Charter from King Henry V111, to do:
‘good, godly and commendable’ deeds for the benefit of the people of Colyton. This tremendous award from the HLF
will ensure that the story of those deeds and the impact they have had on the social and historic development of our
town is recorded and preserved for future generations. We are looking forward to working with the History Society on
this exciting project.”

Activities for 2015/6
Town walks – these have been very successful this year with more than 300 people taken around the town.
2016 dates (all Thursdays at 2pm in the Car Park) April 7 to September 29
As usual, specially arranged walks for groups can be arranged at any time – call Jane 01297 552514 or Pam 33406

Other bits
The Heritage Centre – because of the HLF grant award, we are uncertain what we will require to do during the winter
months, so while we will certainly stay open for the time being, it may be that we will need to extend the opening
period. As usual, group visits can be arranged at any time, even during the winter months. Please contact Jasmine
List on 01297 552313

Meetings/Events
October 2015 – Exeter City through the Centuries by Tony Burgess - Wednesday, Oct 28 in Colyford Memorial
Hall at 7:30
NB – this is an alteration from the published programme.
November 2015 – Devon’s Connection to Slavery by Anthony Simpson - Wednesday, Nov 25 in Colyton Town
Hall at 7:30
January 2016 – Members’ Evening & Landscape Legacy Project (Shute Estate) by Pete Youngman Wednesday, Jan 27 in Colyton Town Hall at 7:30
Future Meetings – we would appreciate hearing about any subjects that members would like to see/hear about –
please contact Roger Bagg (01297 552525 or rwbagg@talktalk.net ) who will be glad to discuss all suggestions.
Website - www.colytonheritagecentre.org

www. colytonhistory.co.uk

Newsletter – on a personal note, this will be my last newsletter, as I am handing over to Sarah Charman. I am sure
that she will provide a more professional look and feel to future notes.
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